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Literacy

Reading

Reading day: Friday



In school we follow the Sounds-Write programme, to  teach phonics. We aim 
to ensure that all children are fluent  readers by the time they leave KS1. All 
adults involved with  teaching phonics have attended a 4 day training 
programme  on the delivery of Sounds-Write. Our reading scheme in  
Reception and Year One is entirely decodable, using Sounds- Write texts and 
Phonics Dandelion Readers.

The Sounds-Write programme is used to teach phonics and spelling. We 
begin  teaching an awareness of sound and sound identification in Nursery 
and as children  show readiness they begin to access the initial code of 
Sounds-Write phonics. All  pupils in Reception begin the initial code in the 
September of their Reception year.
They continue on their phonics journey throughout Year One and into Year 
Two, with  the aim of leaving KS1 as fluent readers, secure in word building 
and recognition.
We explicitly teach the 3 skills of:
oBlending
oSegmenting
oPhoneme manipulation (sound swapping)

Phonics and Reading

https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/


Phonics and Reading

Helping your child to read

o Read regularly – listen to your child read everyday for 10-15 minutes. 
If they  are struggling take turns by reading a page each. Could you 
please write in  your child’s reading record when you have heard them 
read.
o Encourage your child to sound out (segment) and blend the sounds 
together to hear the word.
o If your child is fluent with the book, ask them to find a word on a page 
or spell a word. The focus sound for your child’s book can often be 
found on the  back cover or inside pages of the book.



Unit 1 text





Phonics Screening Check

Week commencing Monday 10th June 
2024



Reading for Pleasure
We also want to encourage a love of reading. Reading to your child will help to  create this. 
Make it a special time that they can share with you. Talk about the  pictures, characters 
and make predictions about what might happen.

This will not only create a positive relationship with reading, but will also develop their
vocabulary. This in turn will help them to comprehend and access the wider curriculum.





Literacy

Spelling

Test day: Friday

The children will receive 5 spellings 
in the autumn term, 8 spellings in 
spring and 10 spellings in the 
summer term.
The final few spelling in blue each 
week are the Y1 common exception 
words. These are words that Y1 
pupils should be able to read and 
spell by the end of the year.



Numeracy

Target Cards

Most weeks, your child will 
have a mental arithmetic 
test based on one of the 
termly targets.

The other side of the card 
shows the ‘Daily Maths 
Meeting’ targets. The 
children are expected to 
know all of these targets 
by the end of Year 1.



Mental Arithmetic 

Tests

Test day: Thursday

These will begin 
after the October 
half term.





Literacy Homework

www.spellingshed.com

Weekly spelling are set on Spelling 
Shed, connected to the phonics 
sounds they are learning in class. 

www.spag.com

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk
Grammar, punctuation and spelling 
work will be  allocated on the 
Active Learn and SPaG.com  
websites. 

http://www.spellingshed.com/
http://www.spag.com/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/


Maths Homework

www.mymaths.co.uk

There are also some websites that can  
support with your child’s maths skills.  
My Maths has activities allocated  
regularly, that go along with the topics  
being taught in the classroom.

www.ttrockstars.com

The children should also know their 2,  
5, and 10 times tables by the time they  
leave Year 1. Times Table Rockstars is 
a  fun way to learn them and currently  
has the 10 times table allocated for  
this term.

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.ttrockstars.com/




E-Safety at Home

There are a number of website that can offer guidance to 
parents to help with online safety.

• Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org/
• National Online Safety - https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
• NSPCC Keeping Children Safe Online -

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/

We have also included two leaflets that you may find 
beneficial. You can also speak to a member of staff who will be 
able to help.

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


The Year 1 class page will be updated with the current 
homework. You can find your child’s login details for all 

of sites on their login card.
If you have any trouble accessing any of the sites 

please let me  know and I will try to rectify it.
Please keep checking the school’s website to find out 
what is  going on in school, especially the class page 

and the ‘parents’  section. 

Homework

www.stbedessouthshields.co.uk

http://www.stbedessouthshields.co.uk/


Curriculum Overview



P.E. Days

Year 1 have P.E. on a  Monday and Friday

P.E. Uniform

o Royal blue shorts or plain navy or black 
tracksuit bottoms/leggings. 

oWhite t-shirt (with or without St. Bede’s 
badge)

o Trainers. 
o Children can also wear their St. Bede’s 

jumper or cardigan (no tracksuit tops or 
hoodies) 



Show and Tell

o Children are allowed to bring one item each 
week for show and tell if they wish.

o Monday to Thursday
o No Toys – Awards / Achievements, something 

they have made, a piece of writing, etc.   

Behaviour Chart  
Certificates

o Star of the Week
o Olympic Values: honesty, determination, self-belief, 

passion, teamwork, respect, excellence, friendship, 
courage, inspiration & equality



Class Trips

Gibside (Autumn Activities) – 15th October
Christmas Multi-Skills Sports at Temple Park – 6th December

Important Dates
25th October – INSET Day
28th – 1st October / November – Half Term
11th - 15th November– Test Week
3rd December – Parents’ Meetings
4th December – Parents’ Meetings
20th December – Break up for Christmas (1:15pm)



Thank you for your support


