
WELCOME TO YEAR 4

PARENTS’ 
CURRICULUM MEETING 

Class Teacher – Mrs Kennedy



YEAR 4 TIMETABLE

What does my child need?

Daily - Reading book, water bottle / PE kit – Tuesday / Swimming kit - Friday



AUTUMN 

CURRICULUM 

OVERVIEW



AUTUMN 

CURRICULUM 

OVERVIEW



READING

• Accelerated Reader – helps to ensure children are reading 

books best matched to their reading ability and interest 

level

• Start of each half term – complete a Star Reading test - 

reading age is calculated

• Bookmark:

- reading age

- points target (an individual target based on how many 

words they should be able to read across the term)

- ZPD (book level range that will best support your child 

to make good progress with their reading).

• Read daily 20 minutes in school and should also aim to read 

20 minutes at home

• Quiz on the text (aim to achieve 85% in the test)

Name:

A Child

Autumn Term 1 

2023

Username:

ACHILD

Password:

ABC

Current reading age:

9.03

My book level 

range:

2.9 – 4.2

Points Target:

10.9



READING

Aim: Child’s reading age to be in correlation with their chronological age

• If your child’s reading age falls significantly below, they will take part in additional 
reading practice

• We ask parents to ensure children read regularly at home and discuss the books they are 

reading

• I will contact parents if your child’s reading age drops significantly or if they aren’t 
reading at home/quizzing enough

LIBRARY VISITS TO THE WORD

To encourage reading for pleasure we will be visiting The Word on a Tuesday 

morning – once every 6 weeks.



WRITING

• Handwriting – we follow the Letterjoin handwriting scheme which 

develops a confident, legible cursive script.

• Presentation – we encourage the children to take pride in the 

presentation of their work.  Once children have demonstrated consistency 

in handwriting, they will receive a ‘Pen Licence’.

• We aim to give the children opportunities to practise their writing skills 

across the curriculum.



SPELLING

• Use the Spelling Shed spelling scheme.

• Each week, children are tested on 10 words focusing on a specific rule.

• Every 6 weeks the children are tested on words from the Year 3 / 4 statutory 

word list

• Spelling practice in class – 10 minutes x2 per week

• Weekly on-line spelling homework – Spelling Shed

Weekly spelling test - Monday



ENGLISH HOMEWORK

Spelling Homework

• Online spelling homework (Spelling Shed) – set every Monday.

Reading Homework

• Minimum of 20 minutes reading every day.

• Reading books will be sent home from school.  Please make sure the children have their 

books with them every day.

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Homework

• spag.com on-line homework.

• Note: If there are any problems accessing the homework then please ensure your child 

speaks to me before their homework is due and we can arrange for a time for them to 

complete it in school.



MATHS

Mental Maths Targets Card & Tests

• On the front of the card are the targets covered in lesson starter 

activities (changed half termly)

• Maths Targets link to the Maths curriculum and Maths knowledge 

required by the pupils in Year 4

• It is extremely important that your child has a good understanding 

of times tables and calculation methods/facts as this is the main 

driving force behind improving your child’s maths skills and 

progress

• These targets will be used to inform the content of the children’s 
weekly mental arithmetic test (Thursday).  You will be informed 

each week about what concept the children will be tested on and 

how to help the children prepare for this weekly test



• On the second side of the card will be the targets for Daily 

Maths Meeting

• These targets will stay the same throughout the year and 

outline the skills that the children need to be secure in by the 

end of the year in order to make good progress

• These skills should be practised often

MATHS TARGET CARDS



DAILY MATHS MEETING

• Aspect of maths that is less pressured.  It is completed daily at a separate time 

from the children’s maths lessons and the children really enjoy it.

• It will last about 20 minutes and will cover mental arithmetic skills and knowledge 

such as times tables, place value work, number rules etc. 

• It will include between 2 or 3 short activities/games that are quick fire, fun and 

will involve all children in the class. 



MENTAL ARITHMETIC

At home

As part of their homework, your child needs to:

• Learn the concept set for the weekly mental arithmetic test

• Complete any MyMaths homework that is set

At school

• Children will be given a Mental maths pack each Monday to complete in class 

throughout the week.  This gives children the opportunity to practise and for the 

teacher to identify any misconceptions children may have.

Mental Maths Test

Weekly test - Thursday

The test will consist of 15 questions:

• 10 questions based on the weekly mental arithmetic focus

• 5 multiplication questions



TIMES TABLES

• Tables will be practised regularly as part of the daily maths meeting. We will use a 

variety of methods to teach and rehearse: number stick, chanting, videos. 

applying tables to other calculations (4 x 5 = 20 - 40 x 5 = 200).

• This is an area we feel is vital and needs to be a focus in maths. Times tables must 

be reinforced at home as well, the extra practice is vital to make sure children are 

secure in their tables and can use them fluently in their maths work.

• Please encourage the children to use Times Tables Rockstars as much as possible.



MULTIPLICATION TABLES CHECK

• Children are required to know all times tables up to 12 x 12

• They will complete an online test which tests their multiplication knowledge

• Tests will take place within a 2-week period Monday 2nd June – Friday 13th June 

2025

• Further information and guidance will be given nearer the time



MATHS HOMEWORK

• Children receive online maths homework most weeks - homework will be 

allocated from My Maths, Maths Shed or Times Tables Rockstars.

• Maths Shed homework is mainly number and calculation based and is a series of 

online games and My Maths is more structured and covers area such as number 

and calculations as well as geometry, statistics and word problems.

• If there are any problems accessing the homework then please ensure your child 

speaks to their teacher before their homework is due and we can arrange for a 

time for them to complete it in school.

• Please also don’t worry if your child does not have access to the internet as 
arrangements can be made within school.



PE

• PE is on a Tuesday afternoon.

• Children need to come into school wearing their PE kit on this day:

– white t-shirt, plain black or navy shorts/joggers/leggings, school jumper and 

trainers

- Long hair to be tied back

- No jewellery to be worn

• Swimming is on a Friday at Haven Point (until February half-term)

• Children will need to bring their swimming costume/shorts, a towel, and a 

swimming cap in a suitable bag each Friday.  Children are allowed to wear goggles 

if they wish.



CERTIFICATES

• ‘Star of the Week’ certificates  - based on house points

• 'Star of the Week' – in class

• Pen Licences

• Living out our school mission certificates – ‘With Christ at our side to guide us, we 
shine in all that we do’

• Olympic Value certificates: honesty, determination, self-belief, passion, teamwork, 

respect, excellence, friendship, courage, inspiration, equality.

• Sports certificates (participation in sporting events including swimming)



E-Safety at school

It is important that we keep our children safe online, both at school and at 

home. To ensure the safety of our pupils, the school has filtering systems in 

place to stop children accessing content that is deemed inappropriate, as well 

as informing staff when children type content which may be harmful to 

themselves or others.

New legislation has been issued by the government to help protect children 

online. To help us promote a safe digital environment we now have an 

acceptable use policy for children and parents to read and sign to say that they 

agree to the terms of use of the school’s computing systems. This can be 
found in you information pack. Could you please look at this with your child 

and sign and return to school. 

Children will be taught about internet safety within Computing and PSHE 

lessons. You can find further information connected to E-safety within school 

in our school’s E-safety and Safeguarding policies, which can be found on or 

school’s website. Copies can also be requested from the school office.   



E-Safety at home

There are a number of websites that can offer guidance to parents 

to help with online safety.

• Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org/

• National Online Safety - https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

• NSPCC Keeping Children Safe Online -

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

We have also included two leaflets that you may find beneficial.

You can also speak to a member of staff who will be able to help.

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Help your child to organise their time well

• Support with homework: spelling, reading, mental arithmetic & times tables

• Encourage them to be more independent

• Be patient – lots of support and encouragement

• Make sure your child has everything they need for school each day

• Let us know if there are any problems



WHAT DOES MY CHILD NEED?

• Reading book – daily

• Water bottles – daily

• PE kit – come into school wearing their PE kit on a Tuesday

• Homework (online) – completed by the following week

Important Reminder:

No earrings or jewellery allowed



IMPORTANT DATES

• That History Bloke – The Greeks – Thursday 3rd October

• Break up for half term – Thursday 24th October

• INSET day – Friday 25th October

• Youth Village Retreat – Wednesday 6th – Friday 8th November

• Home Fire Safety Assembly – Thursday 28th November

• Bikeability – Tuesday 10th December

• Break up for Christmas holidays – Friday 20th December

• Return to school for Spring term – Monday 6th January 2024

• Multiplication Check – over a 2-week period from Monday 2nd to Friday 13th June

• Arbeia Roman Fort – Wednesday 11th June



YEAR 4 PARENTS’ PACK

• Year 4 Timetable

• Year 4 Curriculum Overview

• Year 3 / Year 4 Statutory Word List

• Log in Card

• Parents’ Meeting powerpoint

• Multiplication Tables Check information for 

parents



SCHOOL WEBSITE

Year 4 Class Page 

• Useful websites – Maths, English, PE, Languages, E-Safety

• Links to curriculum information – Curriculum Overview, RE Parents’ Letter, 
Spellings booklets, Homework information, Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) 

information

• Important information for parents and children of year 4

• Photos of trips and activities in school

http://www.stbedessouthshields.co.uk/

http://www.stbedessouthshields.co.uk/


THANK YOU!
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